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few weeks. Most of the attention has focused
on the departure of Britain from Hong Kong,
and the Beijing Government’s assumption of
control over those territories. Many of us are
deeply concerned about what that will mean
for the rights of the residents of Hong Kong,
and for the future of civil liberties there.

But it would be unfortunate if those develop-
ments overshadowed what has happened in
the Republic of China on Taiwan. On July 18,
work was completed on a number of constitu-
tional changes. Among the structural changes
was the freezing of provincial government op-
erations, a step which should make Taiwan
more of a participatory and representative de-
mocracy. The changes will guarantee Tai-
wan’s original residents full political participa-
tion. At the same time, other changes will also
provide the kinds of social protections and
guarantees that many of us consider an es-
sential feature of a modern democracy. For in-
stance, the changes will guarantee medical
care to disabled citizens.

Let us hope that the progress Taiwan has
made in the past and the further progress it
has made with these changes shall serve as
an example for other Asian nations.

I would also like to take this opportunity to
congratulate Ambassador Jason Hu, the Rep-
resentative of the Republic of China on Tai-
wan, on completing his first year of service
here on Washington. Many of us in the House
have come to know him and respect him for
his work here and for sharing his perspective
on Asian affairs with us. He is an able succes-
sor to his predecessor, Ambassador Liu.
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Mr. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to celebrate
the opening of the Morro Bay Harbor Festival,
in Morro Bay, CA. On October 4 and 5 the
people of Morro Bay will begin their annual
celebration of the many fishermen and women
of this growing villa who have played an inte-
gral role in the community, in the economy of
the central coast, and indeed the entire coun-
try. As an avid seafood consumer, I can hon-
estly say that some of the finest halibut I ever
tasted has come from under the shadow of
glorious Morro Rock.

It is my hope that Morro Bay, and its vitally
important fishing industry, will continue to
grow. In fact, it seems rather inconceivable
that it will not. More and more Americans are
looking to seafood as a healthy and delicious
form of nutrition. In recent years, the popu-
larity of seafood has grown to unprecedented
levels, and the people of Morro Bay can be
proud of this great accomplishment.

The Morro Bay Harbor Festival celebrates
the people, natural beauty, and fishing indus-
try that makes the central coast the unique
place it is. As a resident of this area for over
30 years, I have personally experienced the
marvelous beauty of Morro Bay. As a Member
of Congress I am fighting to ensure the Fed-
eral funds needed to ensure the future eco-
nomic vitality of the harbor, especially the criti-
cal Army Corps of Engineers’ dredging project.
With some help from the Federal Government,
the strong spirit and determination of the peo-

ple of Morro Bay will ensure that this festival
will be celebrated as long as fish swim in the
Pacific Ocean.

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues to
join me in celebrating the unique and vital
community of Morro Bay.
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Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in honor of the many individuals who were
noncombatants during the Holocaust of World
War II, who risked their lives and those of their
families to save countless people who faced
death because of their religious beliefs. Two
such people were Stacia Brazauskiene and
Albinas Zilevicius. Both have been honored as
Righteous Among the Nations by Yad Vashem
Institute in Jerusalem and will be visiting with
two of my constituents, Nathan and Sima Katz
whose lives they saved during the war. They
will be in New York City to join with the Katz
family in celebrating the Bat Mitzvah of the
Katz’s granddaughter, Rebecca Levy.

In 1941, Nathan Katz and his family were
living in Shavel, Lithuania, when the Nazi
forces evacuated all Jews into the Shavel
Ghetto. With the help of a Lithuanian Gentile
named Antonites, Nathan and Sima Katz es-
caped with eight other family members. After
being forced to flee from several hiding
places, they were taken to the farm of the
Zilevicius family.

Although Antonites has since disappeared
into history, we know the heroic story of the
Zileviciuses. With great care and much cour-
age, the Zilevicius family built a hiding place
behind a false wall in their barn for the Katzes,
who remained on this farm protected by the
Zilevicius until the end of the war. The
Zilevicius family was constantly aware that
they could be executed for their attempts at
hiding the members of the Katz family. On
several occasions, searches by the Nazis al-
most undid the heroic efforts of these protec-
tors. Despite the horrendous atmosphere of
terror in which both families lived, they sur-
vived.

Most significant is the fact that the members
of the Zilevicius family had no prior relation-
ship with Nathan and Sima Katz nor any other
member of the Katz family. In addition, the
Zilevicius family received no remuneration
from those families whose lives they were pro-
tecting.

A war often produces great heroes who
have distinguished themselves in military ac-
tion. What is more compelling, however, is
that ordinary citizens with no prior training risk
their lives not for any national allegiance or
desire for reward, but do so because it is the
right and compassionate thing to do.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join
with me today in recognizing and honoring the
remaining members of the Zilevicius family,
Stacia Brazauskiene and Albinas Zilevicius, as
they join with Nathan and Sima Katz whose
lives that have both saved and enriched.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, as friends of Ja-

maica everywhere celebrate its 35th anniver-
sary of independence, we pause to recognize
and commend our democratic neighbor to the
south and extend our heartiest congratulations
to the Government and people of Jamaica and
to Jamaican-Americans throughout the United
States.

I place in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, for
the benefit of my colleagues, the 35th anniver-
sary messages issued by the Prime Minister
of Jamaica, the Right Honorable P.J. Patter-
son and the Jamaican Ambassador to the
United States, His Excellency Dr. Richard L.
Bernal.
35TH ANNIVERSARY INDEPENDENCE

MESSAGE BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF
JAMAICA, THE RT. HON. P.J. PATTER-
SON, P.C., Q.C., M.P.
This year, as we celebrate the 35th Anni-

versary of Jamaica’s Independence, we also
return to the tradition of Emancipation Day
as one which deserves our special commemo-
ration.

Under the theme: ‘‘Full Free Emancipation
to Independence’’, our national celebrations
will climax during the period from Friday
August 1—Emancipation Day to Monday Au-
gust 4—Independence Day.

The resumption of Emancipation Day as a
public holiday commemorates not only the
abolition of slavery, but the birth of free Ja-
maica. It is the advent of that Free Jamaica
which now permits us to enjoy political inde-
pendence, democracy, constitutional rule
and to be equal members of a civil society.

Emancipation and Independence celebra-
tions this year will provide the opportunity
for Jamaicans at home and abroad to reflect
on our ancestral roots.

The twin occasion also provides a timely
opportunity for all Jamaicans everywhere to
commit ourselves to healing the nation, uni-
fying our people and removing whatever bar-
riers have tended to divide us in the past.

Jamaicans all over the world are a proud
people. Our nation, despite its limited size
and economic resources, stands tall in the
international arena. There have been out-
standing achievements in the fields of sports,
music, and tourism to name a few.

Many of you, who now live overseas, have
distinguished yourselves in several fields of
endeavour, and continue to make us proud.

I invite all Jamaicans residing overseas to
join together to celebrate our rich heritage
on Emancipation Day. Let us renew our com-
mitment to build an independent Jamaica,
Land We Love.

On behalf of the Government and Jamai-
cans at home, I send heartiest greetings to
all Jamaicans abroad, their extended fami-
lies and friends of our island, no matter what
their nationality.

Happy Emancipation and Independence an-
niversaries.

May God continue to bless you all.
P.J. PATTERSON,

Prime Minister of Jamaica.

MESSAGE FROM JAMAICA’S AMBASSADOR TO
THE UNITED STATES HIS EXCELLENCY DR.
RICHARD L. BERNAL ON THE OCCASION OF JA-
MAICA’S THIRTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF
INDEPENDENCE

This year, as we come together to cele-
brate the thirty-fifth year of independence,
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